A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL:

What an unusual year it has been so far!
During a period of such turmoil and
uncertainty, it has been challenging for
everyone at times to remain focused on
what truly matters. For the parents, teachers
and staff at Orana, our focus has remained
firmly on the students, on maintaining a
level of education, inspiration and care for
the many students we welcome in to school
each day. We sincerely thank all our Orana
parents for their continued support and
understanding during these times.
Spring has arrived at Orana and we are
surrounded by natural beauty. How lucky
we are to have such a glorious campus to
enjoy! Everywhere we look, new life has
sprung, trees are decked in blossom and
flowers are opening to the warm Spring
sunshine. Truly, we are most blessed.

Please enjoy this issue of Seasons magazine,
which offers a glimpse into life at Orana
during Term 3 of 2020.

FROM THE HIGH SCHOOL DEPUTY:

This term has seen the returning of some
normalities in school life after COVID in the
High School. Although different, and limited
in comparison to last year it has been an
eventful and busy term for both students
and staff. Lots of celebrations have occurred
within various areas of curriculum.
Congratulations to our Year 12 tertiary
students who sat the ACT Scaling Test on
Tuesday 1st and Wednesday 2nd
September. This examination measures the
skills necessary for success at university and
facilitates the comparison and scaling of T
and H course scores both within and across
colleges.
Over the two days, students completed three
components: a multiple-choice test, short
response, and writing task.

After many months of being unable to hold
our usual Festivals, assemblies, concerts
and markets, it was truly wonderful to be
able to come together as a school in the last
week of term to celebrate our Spring
Festival, our first large gathering of 2020.
Blessed with beautiful weather for the day,
the students wove flower crowns, sang,
danced and played in the most joyful of
first of many more gatherings to come.

We congratulate Year 12 on completing the
AST and wish them the very best for the rest
of their studies at the College.
You may recall that the High School was
closed for Moderation day on August 20th.
This is a day that teachers across Canberra
get together in their teaching areas (i.e.
Mathematics, English, Art etc.) and ensure
that there is alignment between schools in
assessment tasks, the grading of those
tasks and the quality of the feedback given
to students. The Board of Senior Secondary
Studies (B.S.S.S.) captures and uses data

from moderation day for schools to use to
improve assessment.
Some good news about Orana is that, as a
College, we have a number of consistently
outstanding assessment tasks. We were
fortunate to have the following teachers
leading or assisting various curriculum
areas on the day. Steve McKinnon,
Moderation Coordinator, Assistant Group
Leader for English, Supplementary Reviewer
for English; Ricardo Veloso, Subject Group
Leader for Mathematical Methods; Andrew
Jones, Assistant Group Leader for Visual
Arts; Sharon Kolano, Assistant Group Leader
for Senior Science; and Catherine Jean
Krista, Supplementary Reviewer for Drama.
Orana certainly has a high percentage of
teachers coordinating for a small school.
The quality of teachers in the High School
and Senior College is outstanding.
This term we have been able to have
educators coming into the school from
outside agencies assisting students in Main
Lessons, Well-being and specialist lessons.
Although we have been limited in external
excursions, we have been able to use
resources to educate students in the school.
It was wonderful to celebrate and have
some performances by our Senior College
and Year 10 Drama students at the
completion of the term. The Senior College
Performance was outstanding, and the
students had improved immensely from the
beginning of the year when they were under
remote learning conditions.
Languages Week was held in week 9 and is
designed to raise awareness of the benefits
of language learning and highlight the
linguistic diversity in our community. Thank
you to staff who assisted in various activities
across the Primary and High School to
celebrate this.
We were fortunate to be able to have a Year
8 camp/incursion at the end of the term. The
students were able to ride at Mount Stromlo,
kayak on Lake Burley Griffin, walk in
Namadgi, problem solve team challenges,
and battle the BFirm ninja course. Thank

you to the Year 8 Guardians Mike and
Suzanne for all their organisation.
We have continued to run our rowing
program and fitness classes before school
to see so many Year 7 students join in Term
3.
Term 4 is looking to be even busier and we
are looking forward to continuing with more
activities, albeit in a different way from
previous years.
FROM THE PRIMARY CO-ORDINATOR:

For my first contribution to
wanted to reflect briefly on the importance
of stories, and perhaps through that, share
with you some of my story. The importance
of stories and story-telling in Steiner
education is well documented, but it is also
through stories that we share passions,
fears, sadness, hardships, joys, and find
common ground with other people so that
we can connect and communicate. Stories
are universal, conveying meaning and
purpose that helps us understand ourselves
better and find commonality with others.
The unique beauty of stories is that they
allow us to find the ways in which we are
similar, rather than those ways in which we
are different.
One of my favourite speakers is
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, a Nigerian
ur
lives and our cultures are composed of many
overlapping stories. In doing so, she explained
how she found her authentic cultural voice,
and warns that if we hear only a single story
about another person or country, we risk a
critical misunderstanding:
single story
creates stereotypes, and the problem with
stereotypes is not that they are untrue, but
that they are incomplete. They make one
story become the only story
At Orana we are in no danger of having only
one story. Our community is as diverse as it
vibrant. There are so many stories and
unlocking them is my constant delight. The
story behind the beautiful hand-knitted
pencil cases that the students create
themselves and carry with them throughout

their school journey is one that I retell at
gatherings with friends, who are as
charmed by the practice as I am. The story
of the water feature located beside the steps
that lead to the Upper Primary classrooms is
one of creativity, mentorship and ingenuity;
the glass bowls were crafted by a student
from recycled television screens and the
Orana spiral is hand carved into the
adjoining stonework by the same student,
who worked closely with Design and
Technology staff to actualise his ideas and
vision. So many stories. So many insights. So
many furthered understandings.

actively seeking out these moments, being
present in them and taking sufficient notice
of the details so that I can flesh out the
manifestation of a daily mantra and it
reminds me how very lucky I am to be here,
to be part of the Orana community, and to

FROM THE COLLEGE OF TEACHERS:

Many challenges have arisen in 2020. While
everyone meets uncertain and dark times in
the journey of their own lives, the COVID
crisis has prompted whole communities to
question ways of life and assumptions of
material certainty.
As many commentators have noted, there is
My own story here at Orana has only just
begun, and already it is buoyed by the
caring and constancy of colleagues,
meanders through the beautiful grounds in
which I get to spend my working days, and
is anchored by the tendrils of cleverness and
kindness emanating from our students in
unexpected ways, at unexpected times. At
night, my 5 year old daughter asks me to
regale her with accounts of students
wearing wattle wreaths and children
leaping from logs into mud puddles in the
rain; small snippets of my day that I have
person. But it means that I am charged with

crisis, particularly about what gives our lives
meaning, purpose and sustainability? Over
the whole world, teachers have pondered
what role education plays in providing the
need in the future.
As Steiner educators, this question is vital.
We also look to our curriculum and question
what can we do to renew and re-vivify the
sense of common meaning and purpose
and spark joy? Steiner directed teachers to
respond to the needs of the time we are in.
He specifically warned against formulaic
teaching. At Orana, our staff must bring
renewal to the core principles of the

education everyday by clear observation,
dedication, imagination and collaboration.

emotional curriculum. The liberating
importance of play and a playful approach

has come from times of uncertainty in our
own biographies. This personal and
professional development is important in
terms of understanding how to help
students meet challenges with courage. The
building of resilience and well-being is not
about avoiding challenges, but about
developing understanding, skill and
(or
developmental level, that will help
them negotiate the full range of human
experience, weathering both good times and
bad. This approach to challenges can lead
to the renewal that is so needed today.

As well, a sense of something higher, a

At Orana our Steiner curriculum is
embedded in the National curriculum
standards (ACARA). It also imaginatively
traces threads of human and natural history
and provides a picture of the rises and falls
of epochs and systems. It is designed to
promote awareness in young people of their
place in the world, and confidence in
playing their part.
Our students experience beauty and learn to
sing, dance, play instruments, and create
and design art, stories and dramatic works.
They are encouraged to respond
imaginatively to tasks, ask questions and
see multiple perspectives. They cook, garden
and craft useful objects. In artistic
endeavour students can find expressive
outlets and ways to connect with others.
The experience and investigation of nature
can be healing, and this is part of daily life
at Orana. Students work and play outside in
beautiful surroundings and participate in
physical activities, excursions and camps
that challenge and inspire.
Curricular and co-curricular activities give
even more opportunities to experience
collaboration and co-operation and to
strive to achieve common goals. Meaningful
social interactions and relationships are
fostered through a strong social and

and inspires our endeavour. The celebration
of festivals gives connection to the greater
rhythms of the earth and its creatures and
of humanity and its cultures.
As we celebrate Spring this year with the
students in lively festival gatherings of
music, dance and colour, the renewal of
growing things seems so important. As
dark and cold, nature gives us once again a
symbol of hope, and reassurance that after
times of darkness, new life can emerge.

EARLY CHILDHOOD:

Springtime and Michaelmas in Kindy

the

agricultural
calendar.
new the steps in a process, and
learned the lesson to persist until the goal
was attained. From planting a seed and
persisting
through
sequencing.
In our technological lives which are
thousand
distractions,
it can be difficult for children to have a sense
of
the
long
rhythms
of
life,
and the step-by-step sequences these
rhythms
involve.
To celebrate seasonal Festivals gives our
children an opportunity to live these long
rhythms, the rhythms of the earth and sun.
These children will begin to know the long,

leading up to the equinox can be a turbulent
time and, in a way, we can be tested in our
connections with others to find balance and
equilibrium in how we communicate as well.
These themes belong very much to Spring
and to Michaelmas. Everything is sprouting
well; sometimes they seem to grow before
our eyes at this time of year! Eating seconds
and thirds at lunch time and running and
stretching themselves physically outsidetheir energy is boundless.

Sharifa Oppenheimer, Waldorf teacher and
author of Heaven on Earth: A handbook

for parents of young children

What an extraordinary year! Thank
goodness for the festivals, as they create
such an anchor for us all, especially the
children. Grounding us in place and time.
Giving us a sense of security and
consistency, which for children especially is
so important. To see that the choughs have
made their nest again this Spring- not the
same tree but not far away! How much food
those babies need-look how busy the mama
and papa birds are! Those rhythms are so
important for the children.
Spring has begun
and
soon
the
Spring equinox will
be with us and then
Spring is really
here. This moment
of balance of day
and
night
needed in such a
time of uncertainty.
Early
Spring

In the Kindy we celebrate the coming of
Spring and also the Festival of St Michael or
dragons? How do we weigh our deeds; not
just our thoughts but our actions in the
world? These are questions we ask ourselves
as teachers as we prepare for the festival
inwardly. How will I carry this for the
children? These themes of overcoming
darkness and finding the light? From Winter
to Spring. The preparation we do as teachers
and as a faculty carries an inward picture or
imagination for the children, that they can
then live into, without explanation but as an
experience.
The taming of the dragon is a wonderful
story for children, especially the older
Kindergarten children, as they grapple with
a budding sense of right and wrong. It is
important to note that the dragon is tamed
not killed and that is an important
distinction- we all need to learn how to work
with our challenges as well as our strengths.
To transform and grow inwardly. To find our

goodness and act from that place in the
world.
Although a smaller festival in the Kindy, it is
still very much enjoyed by the children. On
the final day the children will enjoy a puppet
show - The Kite - which the teachers have
prepared. The story of a boy and his kite, of
journey and transformation and the
connection of heavenly (or spiritual)
guidance and earthly actions; how we act in
the world and our (inner) fight for the good
is important.
This is followed by being in the garden,
enjoying the spring weather, making whirly
gigs together, and for some Kindies, taking
up that Spring theme with songs, dances
and streamers. Some of the older children
have been busy sewing shooting stars and
will fly them for the first time on the last day
of term as well. They wait in anticipation on
our nature table. There is so much joy and
excitement on the day of the Spring Festival,
to see these wonderful flying colourful
creations, whether whirly gig or shooting
star. Some kindies will bake ahead of the
festival and share a special festival baked
treat for afternoon tea, before heading
home for the holidays and breathing out.
We wish you all a peaceful and restful
holiday as we greet Spring once again.
Stephanie Gotlieb
For the Early Childhood Faculty

YEAR ONE:

The development of human consciousness
is the archetypal life path represented in folk
tales from around the world. Throughout
the term the children have met pictures of
traditional farm and village life as well as
age old crafts and trades from around the
world. They have listened to personified
stories that characterise the environment in
a truthful and scientific manner.
Throughout this journey the children are
gradually becoming awakened to their
environment. To extend on this learning, the
children in year 1 have begun making their
own vegetable garden. This has involved
investigating
seasons and
what plants
can be grown
at each time
of
year.
Through this
exploration,
the children
have chosen
appropriate
seeds
and
have
been
nurturing
them so that they can grow.

YEARTWO:

Year two have been watching the birds
around the classroom, often when we
should be doing
our Celtic main
lesson, or when
outside
in
breaktimes
or
during
Nature
Walk. The Celtic
stories are full of
interactions
between animals
and people, from
talking birds to
shape shifting deer. For us too, the birds are
hard to miss at this time of year. I know it is
dangerous to anthropomorphise too much,
but hopefully the main lessons on fables
and animal journeys have primed the
children to see the characteristics of the
birds and learn from them.
We see the choughs working methodically in
small tight knit family groups, turning over
the leaves in the gardens. The currawongs,
lurking in the blue gum are unwelcome nest
robbers who have moved in from the
mountains and bred up in the cushy
surrounds: they are single minded and
obsessive. Crafty ravens can solve even the
most complicated lunchbox lid if it is left
outside by an absent-minded student. The
wattlebirds
have
suddenly
become
aggressive and can be seen bullying and
chasing smaller birds. The nervous
thornbills and silver-eyes summon up the
courage to flit to the next bush, and the
cockatoos talk at opinionated full volume,
whether there is anyone around to listen or
not. All these characters, reflecting human
traits, add to the richness of the children
social world, subconsciously influencing
their own behavior choices as they negotiate
the playground and the classroom
environments.
to catch some sun and have put the ancient
Celtic ogham alphabet into practice by
laying out sticks to form names and initials.

The Celtic main lessons lend themselves to
moving to the next level with form drawing
as we start to tackle the tricky business of
knotwork.
YEAR THREE:

During this
term, Year 3
have
enjoyed
three Main
Lessons:
Time,
Farming and
Money.
These
lessons were
practical
and hands-on so that both minds and
bodies were engaged in the learning.
During our Farming Main Lesson Year 3
handled vegetables, identified the parts of
the plant that we eat and enjoyed eating a
variety of vegetables baked in the oven. We
planted
radish
seeds
and
marveled at the
miracle of life that
appears when a
seed is given the
right
conditions.
We have planted
out the radish
seedlings and we
now look forward
to the harvest!
As part of our Farming Main Lesson, Year 3
had the opportunity to card wool and watch
a wool spinning demonstration. We also
handled a cotton plant and appreciated the
journey of cotton from seed to a pair of jeans
and we planted English daisies as part of
the Floriade re-imagined program. This
Main Lesson culminated in the students
designing their own farms which were
complex, well thought out and showed an
appreciation for the labour and the
challenges of farmers as well as a delight in
the fruits of the earth.

The Farming Main Lesson was preceded by
the Time Main Lesson, which helped to form
a rich understanding and appreciation of
the rhythms of the earth as a foundation of
the seasonal rhythms of physical life and
growth on farms.
Following the Farming Main Lesson with
Money was a rich basis for understanding
that money buys the labour of another
human being and allowed the students to
appreciate the efforts and processes behind
the value of a product.
Term 3 has been a rich and enjoyable
learning experience for Year 3.

(as they always do) and completely
surpassed any expectations I had! They
performed as an orchestra for the first time
with their violins and cellos, brought their
own ideas to rehearsals and stepped into
roles (sometimes overnight) when their
classmates were ill or could not perform.
This showed incredible cooperation and
commitment to the performances. The
children showed remarkable talent and
humour (Roald Dahl really does bring out
the funny side of life) and sometimes, during
rehearsals (and performances), we laughed
ourselves silly. Needless to say, the
performances were fantastic. What we
enjoyed most of all was being able to give
this gift of performance to other students
and staff, particularly during such a difficult
year. We were very grateful for having so
many students and staff appreciate our play
and we are now looking forward to our next
performance as 5TM!!
Tash Moore.

YEAR FOUR:

This term, class 4TM have been focusing on
thei
the novel extensively during the first half of
the year, particularly during our time of
Home Learning, the children were very eager
to bring the story to life on stage. This year,
as they have matured, the children were
given a more complicated script and
discovered that bringing a much - loved
story into a performance was quite a
challenge. The children rose to the challenge

This Term, in our Stories in Poetry Main
Lesson, Class 4LHR students pondered and
discussed the stories written by great poets
such as C.J Dennis, A.B Patterson and Robert
Browning. We learnt about creating imagery
through language and explored figurative

language techniques through our own
poems.
Waterfall
Glistening bright
Water pressure
I wonder where the water starts?
Lovely
Peaceful
As powerful as a meteor
As strong as a stone
As beautiful as the stars
Fresh, clean
Water like crystals
Want a splash?
Xavier Burdeu

Fire poem by Brandon Lim
Year 4 Bike Ride to Cooleman Ridge Nature
Reserve
It had been such a long time since our last
bike ride and there was much excitement in
the air when we finally set out on our bikes
on Friday in Week 8. I began planning this
bike ride during the Home Learning period
when I was making the most of the beautiful
autumn weather we had at the time and
went on regular walks with my family up to
Cooleman Ridge and Narrabundah Hill.
Every time I walk along the back of
Cooleman Ridge I am filled with awe as I
look out to the Brindabellas on one side and
the sweeping views of the city from the trig
point.

After setting out from Orana, we rode
through the Wetlands between Dixon Drive
and the Cotter Road, listening to the frogs
croaking as we passed through and then
climbed our way up Warragamba Avenue. I
could hear the sighs of relief as the children
reached the top!

We then rode along the base of
Narrabundah Hill and crossed over to
Chapman. We left our bikes at the entrance
to Cooleman Ridge and walked to the trig
point. Near the entrance to the reserve, we
met one of the Cooleman Ridge volunteers
who told us about the family of wood ducks
that
is
nesting close
by. We were
very quiet as
we
approached
the
dam
where they
swim but the
baby ducks
must have
decided that
stay in their
nest. We did
catch a glimpse of mum and dad though!

The scenery at the back of Cooleman Ridge
is breathtaking and I could hear the children
also gasping in awe as they looked over to
the Brindabellas which seemed so close. The
many landmarks of Canberra we could see
from the trig point at the top took us back to
our Local Geography and History Main
Lesson - it was like being reunited with an
old friend. Being there on such a beautiful
day made it all the more magical.
Besides the spectacular the views, I think
everyone agreed that the highlight of the
day was riding back down the side of
Warragamba Avenue. Many children were
actually prepared to climb back up the hill
just to experience the joy of the downhill ride
Thank you to all the year 4 parents for
transporting bikes to and from school and a
huge thanks to the five parents (Richard,
Sam, Tristan,
Stephan and
Sonia)
who
supported us
on the ride
and helped in
the
lead-up
with
bike
repairs. Thank
you also to
Scott
for
treating us all
to ice-blocks!
Lena Hoffman-Raap
YEAR FIVE:

Year Five students all became familiar with
the Ancient Greek Gods this term when we
studied the Greek Mythology Main Lesson.
Lots of opportunities for different writing
and drawing techniques filled our pages.
Our walls were filled with temples, urns and
paintings of the Argos.
After the wonders of Ancient Greece, Year
Five had a Main Lesson on our Australian
History and Geography. To enhance the
experience, we kept both our bodies and
minds active as we headed off to the
National Museum of Australia for a whole

day excursion. We rode our bicycles the
whole 28km, 14km each way.
The exhibition was fascinating and our
wonderful guides had us investigate a
particular artefact and its relevance to
either the indigenous people or to Captain
information about their items, such as
wooden bowls or turtle shells. We felt as
though there was lots to explore, but
take in all that the gallery had to offer. So, if
you have the chance, take your family off to
see the exhibition; it runs until early next
year.

5EM Blackboard
Year Five also studied Botany this term. We
part of the Floriade Reimagined Community
Program
in
the
Weston
Creek
Orchard. The
classes took
charge of six
garden beds
(three
for
each
class)
and planted
them
with
bulbs
and
annuals. We have been caring for the plants
and can now see our blooming good work.

Floriade also came
to our school this
term and we got
some
expert
instructions
on
potting up some

conservation, and the second to the
Australian National Botanic Gardens for the
Budding Botanists program.
We used plenty of the oxygen created by all
the trees and plants on our bike rides!

caring for our pots
at school whilst we
have our Botany
Main Lesson and
will then take the plants home.

Found W
by Saphira Ladbrook, for the Pens Against
Poverty writing competition.
Some things are lost
Some things are found
Some things are tossed
Forgetting bound.
Wandering confused
Not knowing where they are
Knowing home is far.
See light in the distance
Hopeful stance
Against loss, resistance
Furtive dance.
Two bike riding excursions to two of our
local treasures followed: the first to the
National Arboretum to learn about forest

Hope is here!
Freedom found
Swift as a deer
Rush of sound.
Song of homecoming
Peace, know your parade
Loss a-numbing
Finding made
Is now found.

YEAR SIX:

Year 6 have had a rapid return to the
normalcy and routine of life at school. We
started the term by looking above us to the
night sky to explore all that the
immenseness of the universe has to offer to
our naked eyes. During our first Main Lesson
of the term, the classes explored and
observed many aspects of the night sky,
from the Milky Way Galaxy, Dreamtime
stories of stars and constellations, changing
phases of the moon cycle, the movement of
the stars, sun, moon and planets, and even
our own relationship to the ancient stories
of the zodiac constellations.

We continued with our studies of the
sciences by investigating the physics of
sound, light and colour. From explorations
of sound through homemade musical
instruments to experiencing the immensity
of pure darkness, the Main Lesson
culminated in the study of the subtle
qualities of colour. Finally, our class ended
the term with learning about the historical
and
ethical
aspects
of
business
mathematics. Learning how to plan, budget
for and successfully advertise a small
business was a major highlight of this Main
Lesson.

YEAR SEVEN:

In 2015 teachers from Orana travelled to the
Steiner Education Australia Conference in
Byron Bay. As part of the conference we
attended a writing workshop with Shelley
Davidow called the Picture book project.

On our return, we connected with the Year 7
teachers at the time, Margie Appel and
Jacqui Lucas, and together we started our
own Picture Book Project at Orana, which
involved Year 7 Students writing and
illustrating a picture book for our students
who are in Year 2. The project was very
successful and the most important outcome
was the beautiful connection that developed
between the older students and their
younger buddies. Our children still treasure
their book to this day.
SPRING FESTIVAL 2020:
We missed the Easter and the Harvest
Festivals due to remote learning. Winter
Festival was beautiful during a whole week
on site, with songs, candles, lanterns and
rituals, but we sorely missed the icy
experience of gathering together at night to
wonder at the beauty of the solstice.
We were really hoping we could enjoy the
Spring Fair together by the time November
7JL blackboard
Now we are in Year 7, our students have
been making connections with 2MJG and
2MT through interviews and reading
activities. The Year 7 students are using
what they have learnt about their little
buddies to write a story especially for them.
It is a lovely and special gift for the older
students to give in the hope that the
younger children will enjoy and in turn,
when they reach Year 7, give again to
another generation of Orana children.
The project will culminate in Book Week,
when we will come together to have a book
launch celebration in the library.

with a virtual Spring Fair. However, all hope
was not lost because we got the go-ahead
for an on-site Spring Festival!

Combining our Australian and Botany
themes, Year
With an Australiana theme, we encouraged
students and teachers to celebrate wattle
and dress up in yellow, or dress up in Aussie
bush gear with boots, bush hats, checked
shirts and maybe a bit of straw somewhere.
song, Waltzing Matilda (even in Yugambeh
language), Click Go the Shears (shearing in

spring) and The Man From Snowy River, not
to mention a couple of Orana Spring Festival
favourites.

Years 1-5 danced an Irish Heel and Toe jig
learning with Susan
Innis, the dance teacher, then Year 5 played
the music for the traditional Heel and Toe
Polka and we all got up and danced.
At the end of the festival we all got a
surprise from familiar man!

YEAR EIGHT:

During Term 3, Class 8A studied a number of
revolutions in their History Main Lesson. One
of the interesting features of the French
Revolution they learnt about was the new
Calendar instituted by the Revolutionary
Leaders. This Calendar was much more
relevant to the lives of French people than

the traditional calendar. For the Main
Assignment, students were instructed to do
some research into the Revolutionary
French Calendar. They also were instructed
to discover some facts about the origins of
the English Calendar we use today and
contrast this with some Aboriginal
Calendars. Finally, students were asked to
design a new Calendar for Australia, based
on four themes which are applicable to our
lives and creating three images for each
theme. The themes were linked to each of
the seasons. Here are colourful and
innovative examples produced by some of
the students.

students created works of art, while others
designed a set, performed a scene in
Shakespearean language or created a set
design
or
cartoon
version of a
key scene.
Some
students did
short films,
including a
stop motion
capture
which was
highly
humorous.
The
responses
showed a wide variety of different skills and
students
were able to draw on their personal
strengths to generate their responses, and
then they explained these in a short artist
statement (or rationale).

Main Lesson: Shakespeare
Students in the Year 8 Shakespeare Main
Lesson looked at
Dream this semester.
We acted out short
scenes
(in
plain
English),
tackled
monologue as a class,
and
created
responses
to
the
themes or BIG IDEAS
of the play. Some

Year 8 Poetry:
In the Year 8 Poetry Main Lesson, we have
looked poetry devices and techniques such
as similes, metaphors and personification.
We have also analysed poetry by
Wordsworth, Emily Dickinson and ee
cummings. The poetry by ee cummings is
the most contemporary poetry we have
looked at. In his writing, the poetry on the
page is designed to look like an artwork
itself. The spacing of words becomes
particularly important. In one case, as
student organised her words on the page to
look like a cascading waterfall. To create our
contemporary poems, we used photographs
from our high school garden.

Reminiscences of a Church Bell Ringing
The church stands proudly on a hill,
Near to a lively town,
A bell suspended in a tower,
Gleaming in the afternoon sun,
A breeze floats through the air, like a
gossamer tune,
The laughter of children fills the air, and
Christmas bells ringing,
Happiness and laughter fills the air,
The ringing of the bell heard loud and
clear,
Carried on the wind,
Memories that will remain for as long as
the church bell rings.
Years pass, like the seconds ticking by;
The church stands lonely on a hill,
Bordering a secluded town,
A bell tower reaching towards the sky,
touching the clouds,
At the top of the tower a bell hangs,
Rusted with the rain of eternity,
A ghost of a ring hangs in the air,
Suspended in the hands of time,
Memories of Christmas bells ringing and
children singing.
But all is but a distant memory,
Never to be heard again.
- Hana Jugovic

red as leaves falling down,
the ancient bridge reaches like an
arm
to help the lost souls cross the
silver stream
but only those
who are selfless can pass.
for the people with greed and the will to
hurt others
the bridge is nothing but fog on
the water,
an invisible helping hand.
-

by Lilly Endres

The Red Bridge
Sunlight shines from above
Reflecting off the brick walls and tin roof,
(Durable and sturdy)
The silver bark of a tree with its emerald
leaves,
(Slowly blossoming)
And the grey stones surrounding it.
(Solid and anchored)
The posts of a bridge stand out, vibrant
ruby paint radiating
(Like blood and fire)
(Like life and warmth)
Smiling kindly and inviting me forward.
- Jemima Chowns

The School Bell
The Bell rings quietly
Echoing through the breeze
Playing a song
That lightens up the day
The Bell rings Loudly
Echoing through the school
Alarming the children
The Bell hangs quietly
Echoing without a sound
Ready to repeat
The cycle of the day
- Jakub Mikolajczak

YEAR NINE:

ld War I and

At the start of Term 3, Class 9A had the Main
studied during this Main Lesson was the
way that posters were used to encourage
men to enlist to fight. Students were shown
a number of primary source posters from
World War I and they analysed the way that
content, design and layout were used for
maximum effect. The students were given an
assessable task of designing their own
World War I poster using the knowledge they
had learnt. We had also looked at the
subject of conscription in Australia and how
it split the country in two Referenda.
Therefore, the students were given the
choice of either designing a poster
encouraging men to enlist, or a poster which
highlighted the evils of war. Students also
had to produce a Rationale which explained
their reasons for the inclusion of five of the
features on their posters. Here are a few of
the posters which were submitted.

A small quiet day
A new day, the same routine
On an old grey road
Loneliness and peace
An old grey road awaits.

Distant laughs and smiles
Children running, playing, joy
Until the ringing
The bell sings the children inside
Playtime is over,
allowing the day to begin.
Tanka
In Year 9 English, we have been working on
a poetry and creative writing unit. We have
examined different poetry forms, from
Japanese haiku to a series of tanka (which
in Japan are called a renga). We have
created multimodal texts and written stories
in response to stimulus images, developed
character studies and used personification
on everything from cars to teddy bears.
A tanka is a poem where the first three lines
and the last two lines show different
perspectives on a scene, event, or object.
Sometimes the poem is used to reveal the
innermost thoughts of a person, or to
surprise the reader in some way. The first
section of the tanka is in the format of a
haiku but can use metaphors or similes
which haiku usually avoid. For our tanka
poems we frequently used photographs as
stimulus
material.
Helen Derix has used photographs taken by
her teacher, Catherine Jean-Krista.

She sees all the world
From high in the trees, above
Her dream dances round
The world seems slow to her
As her imagination takes her away.

Little girl hears all
Looking around from
her throne
A wonderful world
All hers, all new
She waits for the day she
can run.

tanka form to create a descriptive first three
lines of a different types of lolly, and the last
two lines to connect this sweet to the type of
personality or characters she observes in
people. This is a very modern, but
appropriate, use of the tanka form.
Friendship Allsorts by Cassandra Wright

Tanka by Amy Manning:
Weather
Raining or shining
Too hot, to cold or perfect
Beautiful, ugly;
Warming up our world
Contributing to climate change.
Sunshine
Shining brightly down
Casting light over the world
Warming the people;
Shedding happiness to people
Giving hope, joy and warmth.
Lightning
Electricity
Flashing light over the world
Pretty in distance;
Striking the earth with force
Warning of thunder to come.
Hot day
Evaporating
Causing droughts in the world
Sweltering heat;
Hotter hotter each year
We need to protect our world.
Rainbow
Many bright colours
Arching high in the sky
Pretty and beautiful
People staring and pointing
Bringing joy and colour
Fog
Covering the world
Blinding drivers and people
Wet but not rain
Hiding secrets from the world
Covering the world we destroyed
Cold day
Freezing fingers
Blue and shivering people
Trying to warm up;
Colder and colder each year
We need to stop climate change.

Year 9 have also been studying multi-modal
creative writing. These are some examples of
altered books.

Some Year 10's were also caught on camera
taking the initiative to get some group study
done for an important Maths test in the HS
playground during their break time

In August, Year 10 girls had a sleepover at
YEAR TEN:

Year 10
Meteorology,
Oceanography
and
Climatology
Main Lesson
students
attended an
excursion to
the Wright
Playground,
where they
engaged with
rotating frames
and explored
the Coriolis
effect.

Year 10 boys then had their own sleepover
in early September but were far too busy
having fun to get around to taking any
photos!

SENIOR COLLEGE DRAMA:

Year 11 and 12 students are undertaking an
Australian Theatre unit this semester. The
plays we have focused on are Ruby Moon by
Matt Cameron and When the Rain Stops
Falling by
Andrew
Bovell.
Both
of
these
plays deal
with
themes of
memory
and loss.
Both look
at
the
long-term
impacts
of
traumatic
events,
though When the Rain Stops Falling does
this through the generations, while Ruby
Moon focuses in on the impact in one
couple s life together. The scripts are highly
challenging, emotive and an appropriate fit
for our extraordinary Drama students in
Senior College. These works will be
moderated by a teacher external to the
school, so our students are very keen to do
their best. Wish them well: as we say in the
theatre Chookas! Or Break a Leg.

JAPANESE:

This term, Year 3 has learned vocabulary
and expressions which appear in the picture
by Eric
Carle. To wrap up this unit, they visited Year
1 and read the story for them all in
Japanese! Year 3 students also tried brush
calligraphy and wrote the Kanji (Chinese)
Best five works have
been sent to The ACT Primary School
Calligraphy Contest. (The result will be
announced early Term 4.) Well done, Year 3!

Year 4 students are currently studying a
"History of Writing" Main Lesson, and we had
"History of Japanese Writing" lessons this
term.
We learnt Japanese writing systems and the
origin of Hiragana, Katakana and Kanji
(Chinese character). After learning Japanese
history of writing, Year 4 students had a
Japanese calligraphy lesson.

Japanese architecture but also Japanese
culture, lifestyle and traditions. Year 6
Japanese students also fully enjoyed her
Aikido demonstration at Overture Hall.
I hope my Year 6 Japanese students learned
a lot from Ann sensei's presentation and
enjoyed their Japanese House Project this
term.

They embraced the traditional art form, the
smell of Japanese calligraphy ink, the
smooth touch of Japanese calligraphy
paper and the form of clear mind
meditation.

This term Year 6 students in Japanese class
learned
about
Japanese
architecture
and created
their
own
Japanese
house.
Aikido head
instructor
Ann Reekie
sensei
showed us
many pictures of her Aikido Dojo, which
contains many Japanese traditional items.
Ann sensei's presentation covered not only

Four students from Years 8 and 10 Japanese
classes participated in ACT Japanese Speech
Contest this term.
contest was held in a virtual
capacity due to current limitations and
conditions regarding COVID-19. It was a
fantastic opportunity for our students to
showcase their language ability, and they
practised a lot in class and at home. They

memorised all their lines and spoke
confidently and fluently in front of my
camera. I'm so proud of them, and I hope
they felt a sense of achievement.

work with Jenny
and her stories and
inspiring
demonstrations.
The children realize
that learning violin
or cello will be a
long process but
they still proudly
their
instruments like a
symbol of being an
older student as they carry them to and
from school.

MUSIC:
Music creates beauty in our lives. It moves
us and gives expression to feelings,
communicating meaning without using
words. Everyone needs beauty, and
meaning, and that is why we do music, and
why everyone does music at Orana.
This year has been such an extraordinary
and artists throughout the whole world. We
have sorely missed being able to share the
usually rich concert programme.
Despite this, music-making IS alive and well
at Orana! Here are just a few special
highlights from term 3:
Year 1 children received their beautiful
handmade pentatonic recorders with such
reverence and excitement at the beginning
of term. Students with their class teachers
have been so eager and committed to their
practice and have already performed
confidently and happily to Office staff,
bringing a moment of joy and painting a
picture of the love of learning to all who saw
and heard them!
In Year 3, children embarked on the journey
of learning an orchestral string instrument.
What an amazing thing to hold such shining
wooden instruments and conjure forth
sounds from them. A lot of laughter
emanates from the small groups as children

Year 7 students have learned the basics of
Guitar playing. It is lovely to see how, with
the foundation of music learning in earlier
years, skills can be transferred to make
initial stages of new instrument learning
easier. Although the dexterity to shift hand
positions and create new chords is
challenging, students have worked with will
and determination and now can play a
repertoire of popular and iconic songs,
including
la
Condor
By
and

HS Volos & Performance Group musicians
and music staff were so happy to reconvene
for rehearsals on Friday mornings. We hope
to find ways of bringing their beautiful
music, which includes
and
music from
to you next term.
Staff members
were treated to a
wonderful
examination
concert by a
Senior College
student
presenting an
accomplished performance of
from
a glorious and difficult piece of
Romantic music.
Throughout the campus, during the last
week of term, the sounds of
voices
can be heard as they practise songs for
Spring a reminder that just as with the
seasons, our music is constantly
being adapted and renewed.
GERMAN:
Year 10 Cultural German students spent
some time this term learning about the
various food festivals in Australia and
Germany, then made their own fantastic
Black Forrest Gateaux!

LIBRARY NEWS:
What a funny time we have had in the
library. Our parent support has been sorely
missed and, like everyone. I look forward to
getting back to normal sometime soon.
Though I have been fortunate enough to
enjoy the help and company of a number of
year 10 students in the library this term as
they were unable to take up their other
community service options. Thanks to

Eleanor Boswell, Griffin Mitchell-Jenkins,
Wetherspoon sometimes.
Our book week has been re scheduled to the
week of 17 - 23 October, when we hope to be
able to come together and have our dress up
parade and book sale. The theme is Curious
Creatures and Wild Minds. I will let you know
closer to the time when we will have the
actual dress up day. We will again support
the Indigenous Literacy Foundation with the
annual gold coin donation book-swap,
which will be conducted during book week.
Recently our school had 3 teams take part
in the Canberra heats of the Kids Literature
Quiz, where the students competed against
30 other teams. The Orana teams consisted
of 2 year 5 students and 8 year 6 students,
all of whom are widely read and volunteered
to be a part of the quiz. The competition is
run like a trivia night, with 10 rounds and
Jokers. Unfortunately, after many false
starts the competition had to be conducted
online, but despite this the students did
remarkably well. There was no set reading or
indication of the types of questions they
would be asked; the students were just
expected to continue to read widely. We did
spend several lunchtimes practising past
questions. The Orana students did extremely
well, with one team coming in the top 10
and 2 teams winning rounds. So well done
to Liam Sutherland, Saphira Ladbrook,
Mannon Castro, Mathilda Endres, Zen Xeri,
Angus Sheehan, Lucas Hjort, Jasper Harris,
Mila Illic, Mia Brown, Gabi Bishop and
Samson Droney.
Our school also participated in the Chief
Minis
the interruption to our school year a number
of students did manage to complete the
challenge. Well done everyone.
SENIOR COLLEGE SILVERSMITHING:
This term Year 12 students enjoyed a
fantastic Silversmithing Main Lesson, in
which they designed and made themselves
a range of jewellery.

