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TERM 4 
October 
15 Term 4 begins 

Class 3CW & 3EM Excursion to Ingelara 
Farm 

18 Class 1 Excursion: Source to Sewer Water 
Treatment Plant 

19 Kindergarten Health Screening 
22  Year 10 Snowy Mountains Camp 7am 
23 Year 6 Snowy Mountains Camp 7.30am 
 Class 5JL & 5DF Zoo Excursion 
24  Class 7 Immunisations, round 2 
26  Kindergarten Health Screening 
27  Working Bee 8am  4pm 
31  Class 5DF Play Performance 
 
November 
4  SPRING FAIR 
6  Year 7 Snowy Mountains Camp 8.30am 
7  Year 5 Birrigai Greek Olympics Camp 

Class 6MT & 6KA Excursion to Parliament 
House 
String Programme Concert, Overture Hall 
5.30pm 

  Senior Recital, Overture Hall 6.30pm 
8  Year 10 & 11 Leadership Event with Class 5 

Birrigai Greek Olympics Camp 
13  Year 5 Excursion to Botanic Gardens 
14   Class 3EM Yurt Farm Camp 
19  Early Childhood Orientation Evening 
26  Senior College Final Day 
  Year 12 Graduation Assembly 
  Year 12 Graduation Dinner 
27  Year 8 TIMSS Testing 
28  Class 3CW Yurt Farm Camp 
30  Year 10 final day 
 
December 
6  Year 10 Graduation Dinner 
11  Year 5 Excursion, National Museum 
13   Christmas Festival Overture Hall 
14   Early Childhood Christmas Festival 
 
LAST DAY OF TERM FRIDAY DECEMBER 14 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE ACTING PRINCIPAL 
 

 
To foster the spirit in things, 
To find tomorrow in today, 
To  

- Rudolf Steiner 
 
Orana has lived through 37 years of cycles of the 
seasons as it matures into being one of the 
strongest and largest Steiner Schools in Australia.  
The cycle of the seasons teaches us that spring 
will always follow winter.  The past several 
months has been a period not unlike the winter 
season; bare branches above the ground, 
perhaps seemingly lifeless.  But in ways that may 
not have been so obvious to the School 
community, the roots and foundation of our 
school have continued to grow and strengthen.   
 
In term 2, all teachers were invited to become 
members of the College of Teachers and a 
subcommittee, the Pedagogical Trustees was set 
up.  The Pedagogical Trustees, with its 
participation open to all staff, has grown to a 
membership of 22 teachers from across all 
faculties.  The main function is to set the study 
agenda for the College Meetings and provide 
advice to the Principal on matters relating to the 
Steiner pedagogy, subject to financial and whole-
school considerations. Members themselves are 
expected to be role models with respect to 
promoting the Steiner pedagogy in the school. 
 
As a result, staff are now participating in a two 
year study course called the EduCareDo.  This 
inspiring course will continue to provide a 
pathway in self-development through the lens of 
Anthroposophy and an exceptionally thorough 
foundation in understanding the Steiner 
educational philosophy for our teachers.   
 
The school management and leadership structure 
continues to evolve organically from the grass-

expertise and experience are identified and 
utilised.  I am grateful to our staff for their 
patience and understanding through this process.  
Over the past two terms we have welcomed new 
staff, with further new appointments to follow in 
preparation for next year.  
 
Through this transitioning period, the purpose is 
ultimately to build a solid framework for the 
school to continue to thrive into the future with 
teachers and staff working in an environment 
where their contributions are valued and their 
well-being cared for.  Needless to say, for our 

students and children, the delivery of an 
outstanding education that lasts a lifetime is at 
the forefront of our intention through the 

in their participation in classes and lessons, 
concerts, plays, assemblies, festivals and 
impromptu performances is the delightful visible 
growth of fresh young leaves and the renewed 
promise of soothing shade under the summer 
sun. 
 
Looking forwards to 2019: for the Senior College 
and High School students, we are planning a 
revitalised Main Lesson program with the 
teachers teaching lessons particular to their 
expertise and working collaboratively to bring to 
life a true depth and breadth to the lessons.  The 
creation of a new teaching space, the Home 
Economics kitchen, and the cultivation of our 
food gardens will expand the Design and 
Technology programme to include students from 
Class 1 to Year 12.  The Primary School children 

daily timetable. This is just a glimpse into what 
lies ahead for our school. 
 
As we head into the home-stretch of the final 
term of the year, I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank the Board, all parents and 
friends and staff members who have supported 
myself and our school, and for their committed 
belief in the spirit that is Orana.  
 
Jacqui Lee 
 

 

 
 



INTRODUCING IOANNA: 
 
Dear Orana community of students, parents and 
staff,  
My name is Ioanna and as of this term, I have 
entered your school community as a parent, and 
now taken the further step as school Chaplain for 
Orana. 
 
I began my journey with all things Steiner when I 
was 21 years old. After volunteering at Regenesis, 
an anthroposophical rehabilitation program in 
Moss Vale, I went on to Sydney to study at 
Parsifal College (Sydney Rudolf Steiner College). 
After a year there, it was clear to me that I wanted 
to continue my earlier journey in the theatre, so I 
went on to study for four years in a Michael 
Chekhov acting and speech formation training. I 
have both performed, directed and taught speech 
drama since that time (12 years), both in my 
previous home in Mittagong and throughout 
Sydney. Alongside this work, my son came into 
the world, and then began the journey of forming 
a school community with a small group of like 
minded parents. The Bowral Steiner school had 

to start all over again as a grassroots community. 
After three years of running Steiner playgroups, 
we took the step to open a Kindergarten, then 
extending to Class 1 and 2. I committed to being 
in the role of acting principal at our little school, 
named Aurora Southern Highlands Steiner 
School, until the school was stable enough in 
numbers for me to let go and turn towards a new 
direction, the walking towards the priesthood in 
The Christian Community. After 18 months at the 
seminary in Stuttgart, Germany, I was ordained 
as a priest in Forrest Row, England, in March 
2017. I am now a resident priest for the Christian 
Community in Canberra. 
 
What does it mean for the school community to 
have a Chaplain? 
Often in life we have to meet the needs of day to 
day living, getting through the endless tasks, 
fulfilling our obligations to our work, our families, 
our teachers. But beneath this often demanding 
life of learning and working and doing, our inner 
life, the place where we feel most ourselves, can 
be neglected or even silenced. Whether we are 
young people or people in midlife, it is this inner 
place of our own individual self that needs a 
listening ear, it needs nourishment and attention, 
whether it be the simple joy of something new, a 
challenge to be worked through, or a crisis. 
 
So you will see me in our school community on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, and whether you are a 

student, a member of staff, or a parent, the door 
is always open to a conversation. 
We may also meet in various other ways through 
projects such as Stars of Hope, through faculty 
meetings and workshops. 
 
With warm greetings,  
Ioanna Panagiotopoulos 
 
Ioanna Panagiotopoulos  
(02) 4872 4983 
0447 504 233 
ioanna.panagiotopoulos@thechristiancommunity
.net 
 

PLAYGROUP 

 
 

 
 
 

Spring is coming, spring is coming! 
Birdies build their nest, 

Weave together straw and feather 
Each one doing their best! 

 
Spring is upon us and just as the birds begin to 
weave and build their nests, so too do the 
families work, play and weave the warm nest that 
is Orana Playgroup. 
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At Playgroup the adults share craft skills with one 
another  and the children join in too! 

 

 
 

 
 

Many hands make light work  big and small! 
 

 
 

          
 

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Spring is in the air! 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Playgroup Coordinator 
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EARLY CHILDHOOD 
Michaelmas Festival  Tracy Lewis 
In the Northern Hemisphere, the festival of 
Michaelmas is associated with harvest time, the 
approach of winter and the shortening of the 
daylight hours.  For us in the Southern 
Hemisphere, the opposite is the case as we open 
up to the light and warmth of Spring.  
Michaelmas celebrates the strength of the 
Archangel Michael.  Micha-el derives from the 

the Archangel Michael who was the protector of 
the ancient Hebrew people.  He brings us strength 
to face the powers of darkness within and around 
us.  For the children in Acacia, the image is 
brought through a story of overcoming adversity, 
being brave and doing good deeds. It is 
important to remember though, that for our 
young children, it is the experience of these 
images and activities that is meaningful, and it 
would be inappropriate to try to explain the 
underlying thoughts and concepts.  In time, the 
children's experiences will ripen into an 
understanding that will be truly their own. 
In the six year olds, it is a time of strengthening of 
the will, and expansion of themselves as capable 

eings in the world.  This is why at this 
time, I have brought a lot of will-filled activity, to 
temper this boundless energy that comes with 
both the change of seasons, and developmental 
growth of the kindergarten child.   The six year 
olds in Acacia are making swords which we will 
use in our Michaelmas circle in the last two weeks 
of term, culminating in our festival in the last 
week.  We will be sawing, rasping, sanding, 
drilling, hammering and glueing  this is no 
quick project and takes will power to complete 
and a certain delaying of gratification which is a 
very good thing for the six year old.  The younger 
ones watch on and sometimes do a bit here and 
there, but they usually have neither the patience 
nor perseverance to complete the whole sword  
neve  

 
 

Brave and True, I will be 
Each good deed sets me free 

Each kind word keeps me strong 
I will fight for the right, I will conquer the wrong. 

 
*for more information see The Seasonal Festivals 
in Early Childhood Nancy Foster (Ed) p42 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
  



SPRINGTIME MOMENTS AT ORANA AFTER 
SCHOOL CARE  
 On a typical, sunlit afternoon at Orana After 
School Care the birds are calling as we enjoy 

time circle. 
Little fingers will soon begin to gather treasures 

school students continue with their handball 
tournament! 
Following tidy up time, we progress indoors for 
the story circle, reading, chess or homework 
before a final snack and our end of day farewell. 
The After School Care program is available to 
both Early Childhood and Primary-aged students 
of Orana School during each school term, from 
3pm to 5.45pm. Enrolment details and 
application forms are available via 
www.oranaschool.com or please email 
after.school@oranaschool.com 
  

 
 
CLASS 1: 
Class 1JC and Class 1DGR 
It was very exciting to return to school this term 
and immediately set off on a journey around the 
world. Our first main lesson took us to India, 
Spain and Holland and we enjoyed learning 
stories from the different cultures as well as 
something about the art and family life from 
these countries. 

 
 
Our second main lesson returned us to the Land 
of Numbers but this time we visited it with two 
Australian students. Our classes have been 
excelling at working out maths sums and 
thinking strategically and efficiently. Currently, in 
our third main lesson we have already visited 
France and Japan and will have two more 
exciting journeys before the end of term. 
 

 
 
This term has been very busy  not only only 
have we taken part in all the school-wide events 

celebrations, but we have also performed at 
assembly and are about to host the Community 
markets. 1JC has been extremely busy with an 
assembly performance to celebrate Naidoc. They 
have also been preparing their play and 
impressed us all on Friday last week with their 
exciting rendition of King Winter. 1DGR has been 
talking about science and history for the last few 
weeks, inspired by Science Week and the Datiwuy 
Dreaming performance. We have looked at how  
things change, the nature of materials, and have  
been asking our parents about their childhood.  
As always, it would not be possible for us to do all 
of this without the help of our wonderful parents 
and all the other teachers and staff at Orana. 
Thank you for another amazing term! 
Jason and Dharini  

http://www.oranaschool.com/


CLASS 2 TM: 
As we look back on term 3, class 2TM have been 
very busy! We began the term by experiencing the 
magic of maths. There was a lot to discover and 

The children experienced number patterns 
through music, movement, drawing and the 
wonder of nature. We then moved into a beautiful 
main lesson focussing on the natural world. Birds 
and bats were of great interest to us as we 

magnificent dioramas to represent the habitats 
of these animals and also acknowledged the 
importance of friendship and diversity amongst 
us. As spring approached, we enjoyed creating 
habitats for animals outside. This main lesson 
became the focus of our class play. We are 
looking forward to term 4 and the warmer season 
ahead! 
 

 

 

 

CLASS 2KS 
We have been observing the unfolding of Spring 
on our twice weekly walks around the school 
perimeter. The children look forward to these 
walks and it is a great social time as well as an 
opportunity to explore the geography of our 
school. Monday morning is buddy morning and 
we will often walk with class 5JL. The little 
children get to tell their buddy all about what 

they have been up to both at school and at home 
whilst breathing in the morning air and feeling 
the sun on their faces. It is a noisy, chattering 
time that creates a mood of excitement about 
school and learning for the week to come. 
Other walks focus on our favourite area, which is 
the small patch of bush behind the tennis courts 
at the bottom of the school.  

A cubby built in 
kindergarten 
provides a focus 
for reflecting on 
time spent in kindy 
and on how 
different things are 
now, as well as on 
what remains the 
same. The children 
make repairs to 
the cubby and 
collect their sap 

trees, making 
magic wands and 
building fairy 
houses, feeling the 

enclosed nature of the trees in that area. This 
spring we have been stopped a few times by the 
kangaroo mob that likes to lie in the sun in the 
same area; the 3 joeys in pouches are beautiful to 
observe from a safe distance. This week we 
noticed that all the blossom trees are out, and 
some have even finished. The native trees in our 
patch are ripe with cones, wattle is everywhere, 
and the Heron is back in the trees near the road 
crossing. Even our secret peach tree (we ate a 
great bounty in February!) is busy with pollinating 
bees, so there has been much talk of how much 
fruit we will eat in Class 3. There is so much to 
look forward to at the turning of the seasons 
every year as we observe all the plants and 
anima  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CLASS 3 
Class 3 students are REALLY enjoying the 
experience of their Work in the World Main Lesson. 

about their jobs, some with highly interactive 
activities, like sorting wattle species, designing a 
logo or a new coin, drawing an adult crocodile 
eating a baby crocodile and looking at a poo chart.  
 

 
 
There is a mood of great excitement and 
anticipation in the classroom with lots of hard 

Lesson book and ticking what kind of tasks fall 
one 

that ticks every category. The pride the children 
have when they see their parents speak in front of  
the class is immeasurable and a great way to 
foster our class community connections and the 
ch
has to offer and what we have to offer the world 
develops meaning in education and a connection 
to society.  

 
 
MIRINJANI VISIT 
Class 3EM ventured out on their bikes again, this 
time riding a short distance to the Uniting Care 
Mirinjani Aged Hostel in Weston. While using 

connection through music, the ultimate aim was 
to develop some new friendships with the 
residents there. On our list for new songs to learn 
is 
but we will have many years to develop a 
repertoire we can all enjoy. 
This was our first time visiting the hostel, but we 
aim to go a couple of times each term to 
maintain strong connection with the residents. 
We met three different Brians (the other was still 
in his room), received a handmade gift from Doris 

and were lucky to meet Ray (along with many 
others). Ray pressed his beloved dictionary into 
our hands as we left, with a CD of Beethoven 
Overtures slipped inside.  
Often, as adults, we have negative preconceptions 
about life in an aged facility, however the 
students are able to walk in and see the residents 
as people or potential friends. The children have 
infectious youthful energy to spare and the 
residents are transported back to a perhaps 
forgotten time. Sometimes this happens through 
the power of music and sometimes just by telling 
a Class 3 student a tale of their own youth.  
Some quotes from the Class 3 children on the 
day: 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
CLASS 4MA VENTURES OUT IN CONFIDENT RIDE 
TO ZOO 
As part of the Steiner curriculum, the 
developmental profile for Class 4 is characterised 
by Confidence in their New Relationship to the 
World. A new confidence in their ability to meet 
the world characterises the 9-10 year old, with 
boundless energy and an eagerness to look at the 
world and learn. This energy and confidence is 
met through longer excursions, hikes and camps 
in the local environment as well as stories of the 
Vikings who were a courageous sea-faring 
culture. The stories told by the Vikings and other 
northern peoples express a robust and resilient 
confidence in the face of overwhelming 
challenges. 
Source: Adapted 
from https://www.steinereducation.edu.au/wp-
content/uploads/ascf_class_04_curriculum_part
_a_aug_2018.pdf 

Throughout August, as part of building their 
confidence and fitness, the Class 4 
students prepared for and ventured out riding 

https://www.steinereducation.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/ascf_class_04_curriculum_part_a_aug_2018.pdf
https://www.steinereducation.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/ascf_class_04_curriculum_part_a_aug_2018.pdf
https://www.steinereducation.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/ascf_class_04_curriculum_part_a_aug_2018.pdf


their bikes on a long excursion to the National 
Zoo and Aquarium. In preparation for the bike 
ride, students practised their riding skills at 
school in 20-30 minute blocks to fit in with 
lessons, as well as practising riding up hill, using 
one hand for signalling, and learned how to use 
gears (for those with gear bikes). 
 

 
 
Three parents rode to accompany the Class, along 
with a support car. On their way to the Zoo, 
students were excited to see how a friendly 
policeman stopped traffic for the children to cross 
safely. At the Zoo, children took note of which 
animals they liked the most, and wrote down the 
facts they learned during the guided tours. It was, 
a very exciting day for all! 
 

CLASS 5 GERMAN 
Class 5 students 
have been busy 
creating Zoo 
Games in 
preparation for 
our Languages 
Zoo Excursion next 
term.  
The objective of 
the activity was to 
use the new zoo 
vocabulary to 
design a 
game/games or 

interesting vocabulary activities around the 
theme of Zootiere (zoo animals).  
 

The students have spent several weeks planning 
and creating their games and finished the term 
presenting their games to the class and playing 
the games in the last 
week of Term 3. 
The thought, 
creativity and 
enthusiasm that 
went into this activity 
by Class 5 German 
students was 

looking forward now 
to using the 
vocabular
been learned for our 
trip to the zoo!  

 

 
 
 

 
CLASS 6 POETRY: 

 
A canvas 

A canvas is a world 
waiting to be  

 
 

Paint is a jewel 
wanting to be  

 
 

The brush is a weapon 
begging to be  

 
 

The end is beautiful 
or maybe not. 

Now it is time for  
this poem to  

STOP! 
 

Liv Curran. 6MT 
 
 



A shell is a thing of beauty, creamy and swirling. 
It might have little dots of colour, of pink and 

orange, even red. 

animal home. 
 
-Mikaela Howe-McCulloch, Class 6MT 
 

 

HAIKU 
 

THE TREE 
THAT TREE IS MIGHTY 

 
WHAT A COOL OLD TREE. 

 
HOMEWORK 

HOMEWORK IS THE WORST 
 

 
 

HAIKU 
I THINK HAIKUS ARE 

PRETTY COOL AND FUN TO WRITE 
DO YOU LIKE HAIKUS? 

 
Tom Maconachie, 6MT 

 
 

 
HANDWORK. 
The classrooms are awash with colour as knitting 
and crochet have taken hold.   
 
The Class 1 children have just finished knitting 
their recorder bags and have started knitting 
Satchkin Patchkin.  
as they watch him grow with each and every 
stitch.   are knitting slippers adorned 
with pompoms and tassels in an explosion of 
colours.   
 

 
 
 

 
Class 3 children have learnt to crochet and are 
completing beautiful afghan squares which allow 
the children to look at colour combinations as 
they complete their pillows.   
 

 
 
The  
have knitted 
fingerless 
gloves and the 
opportunity to 
knit a five 
panelled scarf 
using 
combinations 
both knit and 
purl stitches 
has been 
offered to early 
finishers.  
 

 are making their Waldorf dolls, which 
are testing the will-power of the children in 
making the heads.  The signs of perseverance are 
obvious as the skin  fabric 
goes onto the finished 
head and the doll starts to 
take on its individualism.  

 are learning the 
fundamentals of using a 
sewing machine and 
applying their new found 
knowledge into making 
pyjama pants and the 
Class 8 students are 
extending their skills using 
the overlocker where they implement their 
expertise and skills to make a hoodie. 
All in all, handwork is alive and flourishing at 
Orana. 
A big thank you to the parents who come along 
to the handwork classes to support what the 
children are doing.  It is greatly appreciated. 
Carol and Christine  
 
 
 
 



JAPANESE 
Class 11 and 12 Japanese students have been 
visiting Class 9 Japanese class and 2TM Japanese 
class this semester. 
Both Class 9 and Class 2 students have been 
enjoying having senior students visit them. The 
Senior College students have become beautiful 

students. 
Last week Class 11 and 12 students talked about 
their Japan Trip experience and the Class 2 
children truly enjoyed listening to them. 
 

 
 

They talked about Japanese food, transport 
(Shinkansen), temples, shrines and animals, and 
answered a lot of questions from the Class 2 
children. 
It has been a huge asset for all of us, and I hope 
both have enjoyed the time they have spent 
together. 
Japanese teacher- Fumi Page 
 

 
 
MAYPOLE 
When the wattles puff into flower at Orana it is 
time for Class 4 to start practising the Maypole. 
The Maypole is not only a festive constant in the 
culture of our school but a marvelous learning 
experience for our young students and an event  
a rite of passage if you will - that is looked forward 
to with much anticipation and recalled with great 
fondness. 
Always a highlight of the Spring Fair in November, 
participating in the Maypole dance has far-
reaching learning impact for the children. 

sense for each other are integral to the activity as 
is memorizing the sequence of movement.  The 
collaborative problem-solving that occurs when 
things go wrong and ribbons are tangled are all 
an important part of the process. The stamina 
required to skip and weave for the duration of the 
performance is considerable and a testament to 
the fitness of our students.  
 

 
 
The band that accompanies the maypole is also is 
a tradition that is part of the ever-changing social 
fabric of our school.  It is never certain who will 
turn up on the day of the Spring Fair, yet with 

students and teachers a-plenty on violins, 
recorders, penny whistles, percussion and guitars. 
If we are lucky, Belinda Ahearn is there on piano 
accordion! 
 What a beautiful sight it is to see Roger and 

Maypole amongst the gum trees 
and casuarinas in the morning and to know that 
children are connecting to a sense of belonging  
not just to their school and class community, but 
to the rhythms of the earth and a tradition that 
celebrates the warmth of the Spring season. 
 

 
  



CLASS 6 
Class six has been looking to the skies as we try to 
grasp the complicated movements of the stars, 
moon and planets. The approach to astronomy 
helps the children to keep their feet on the ground 
by steering away from abstract conceptions of the 
solar system and towards those elements that are 
amenable to our direct experience. The solar 
system is mind bogglingly big and the fact that its 
constituents are above our heads all the time 

Homework involved just looking at the sky! Our 
main lesson was done in special books that 
contain dark coloured paper, to show the starry 
background in a striking way. At the end of the 
main lesson, we went out to Tidbinbilla to hear an 
inspiring talk by Glen Nagle about the NASA space 
program. This main lesson complements our 
earlier work on geology. We were even able to look 
a little at the extra-terrestrial geology of Mars.     
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

THE BOOK PROJECT 
In Class 7, students are encouraged to engage 
more fully with the wider world, to take initiative 
and to provide leadership for younger students. 
Rudolf Steiner described this stage as the 

and individuality comes to the fore, it can be a 
time of reflection on the joys of childhood. 
In our English classes this term, Class 7JL have 

The Book 
 and each student has written, designed 

and illustrated a picture book for a child in Class 
2KS.  
We began by 
visiting Class 2 
and reading to 
the children. 
The Class7s 
developed 
interview 
questions and 
asked the 
younger 
children about 

their interests. The Class 2s also read their 
favourite books to the Class 7s. Word lists were 
developed, picture books analyzed and literary 

 literature 
explored.  Chris Matthews from our Design 
Technology team also generously gave the Class 
7s a refresher lesson on making handmade 
books.  
 

 
 
 After many hours of hard work  
concluded with a book launch, complete with 
speeches, a morning tea feast and the celebratory 
handing over of the precious creations to the 
children of 2KS. 
 The Class 7 children hope that their creations play 
a part in fostering a love of reading and an 
appreciation of handmade items for the younger 
children. Perhaps when the Class 2s are in Class 7 
they will participate in  too. 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

STEM PARTNERSHIP & VISIT FROM SENATOR 
DAVID SMITH 
Recently Orana has begun a new STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Maths) 
Professionals in Schools partnership. This is a 
national volunteer program that facilitates 
partnerships between schools and industry to 
bring real STEM into the classroom. Our school 
has been partnered with Petra Kuhnert, a working 
statistician from CSIRO. As part of this 

enthusiasm to provide some rich learning 
opportunities. The first of these is that students 
will be given the opportunity to participate in the 
Statist
competition.  
Petra has visited our school on a number of 
occasions, first working with the students and 
brainstorming possible ideas to use as a basis for 
their posters. She has since returned a number of 
times to help with their progress. On one 
occasion, Petra brought Senator David Smith with 
her, as he was interested in seeing how STEM 
partnerships work in schools. Senator Smith 
chatted with the students about their poster ideas 
and willingly agreed to be a volunteer for the 
collection of data of some of the groups.  
 

 
 

 
 
  



YEAR 9 GRAFFITI ART 
rt  students were 

placed in a scenario of attempting a 
"commissioned" work on a legal wall. A huge, 
plastic-covered wall was created by the ever-
helpful Den, from the site team. The students then 
spent the lesson challenging themselves by trying 
to complete an artwork on a large scale with a 
difficult medium. With just an hour and a half to 
work in, they produced some fantastic results and 
really enjoyed the process. The pictures speak for 
themselves! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
The school is very excited to announce that Orana 

wonderful opportunity for our school to grow our 
Outdoor Education program and will also help to 
guide the introduction of our all new, state of the 
art Food Technology classroom. If you have not 

hesitate to ask; the site team has done a 
wonderful job. 
  
Fresh Tastes is an ACT government initiative 
which allows the school access to resources, 
services and support through a government 
grant. One of the resources is the Stephanie 
Alexander Kitchen Garden programme (SAKG), a 
wonderful programme to which all staff will have 
access. The curriculum team are busy meshing 
the Australia Steiner curriculum with the SAKG 
due for implementation in 2019 to go hand in 
hand with the Food Technology classroom.   
  
As part of Fresh Tastes, the school has an action 
team made up of Liz ((high school), Nick 
(horticulture) Craig (Art, Design-tech. coordinator) 
and site manager Johann. The Food Technology 

of 2019.  
 
Nick and Craig recently attended a meeting with 
Fresh Tastes, where they worked together to form 
an action plan. The staff from Fresh Tastes were 

thought it was amazing that our kindergarten 
students are so active outdoors and are involved 
in the preparation of meals. Fresh Tastes has 5 
action areas: Food for Sale, Food from Home, 
Classroom Learning, Cooking Food and Growing 
Food. Over the next year our action plan focus 

 
 

involved in the gardens of the school: the 
vegetable gardens, bush tucker garden and 
general school grounds. There will be upgrades of 
the existing vegetable gardens and new gardens 
will be created. All gardening and cooking will be 
influenced by biodynamic, organic and 
permaculture philosophies. In the meantime, we 
are taking the necessary steps to have the 
children growing and cooking food in 2019. 
  
The Action Group would like to thank the Acting 
Principal and the Site Manager for their support 
of this wonderful program. 
 
 



For more information on the Fresh Taste initiative, 
go to: 
https://goodhabitsforlife.act.gov.au/fresh-tastes/  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This term Gil 

cutting with his year-long project researching 
how fund raising affects cancer research .  He 

chose World s 
Greatest 
Shave  because 
his grandfather 
died of Leukaemia 
and his Aunty 
Kerry survived it, 
as well as because 
it is one of the 
most cost-effective 
fundraising events 
in Australia, which 
aims to spend 
only 15% of the 
money raised on promotion and running the 
event. The money Gil raised will go towards 
research, which is needed to find better 
treatments and cure for leukaemia, lymphomas, 
myeloma and related blood disorders. It will also 
support families with as much practical 
assistance and emotional support as they need, 
all free of charge.  
Gil also donated his pony tails (six in all), 
to Sustainable Salons. The ponytails will be 
turned into wigs for those with cancer, while 
shorter hair clippings will be transformed into 
compost and even floating booms to absorb oil 
spills at sea. In all, Gil raised a total of $2503.30  
fantastic effort! We are all very proud of your 
great work, Gil.  
 
 

     
  

https://goodhabitsforlife.act.gov.au/fresh-tastes/


AIO 
The Australian Informatics Olympiad (AIO) is a 
national 3-hour computer programming 
competition for students in years 7-12. Students 
invent algorithms and write code to solve 
problems. This year, Paul Napier and Jonah Kerlin 
(Class 9) from Orana participated in this event.  
 

 
Picture 1 Paul Napier (Class 9) in the competition 

Unlike many other mass participation events run 
by the Australian Mathematics Trust, the AIO is 
only suitable for students who excel and have 
strong interest in this area. Congratulations to 
Paul who received a Bronze medal! 
Congratulations also goes to Jonah for his efforts. 
Although Jonah didn't receive a medal, he still 
displayed some great informatics skills. 
 

 
Picture 2 Jonah Kerlin (Class 9) in the competition 

This is a great achievement, as the boys only 
began this sort of computer programming 
training last semester.  
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

DEBATING 
The Year 8 debating team recently went to the 
ACT parliamentary debates last Friday. They had 
a very hard topic: to convince the other team that 

submitted what was probably the best debate 
performance of any of the schools there - and 
had a good time doing so! 
 

 
From left: Ethan Garner, Jordan Hooper, Finn McGrath, 
Grace Ilbery, John Werdenberg 
 
Four of our Year 9 students went off to the Inter-
school parliamentary debates last Friday. They 

aration time 
due to gala concert commitments, but they 
acquitted themselves very well. Great work 
everyone! 
 

 
From left: Josefine Andersson, Max Leonard, Riley 
Withycombe, Indigo Newnham 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ATHLETICS 
We had a fabulous group of students compete in 
both the junior and senior regional athletics 
carnival this term. 
 

 
 

As usual, they behaved beautifully and displayed 
excellent sportsmanship.  
 

 
 

As a result of their efforts, 12 students have 
qualified to complete in the ACT championships. 
Congratulations to Lily Reed, who won the high 
jump and to all who took part - well done Orana! 
 

 
 
 

CONCERTS & COMMUNITY 
 

social life, will be the fostering of music.... For 
we should not forget that... all that is musical 
and poetical fosters our social life... The 
individuality is supported more by the 
sculptural, pictorial element, and society more 
by the living and weaving in community 

 
 Rudolf Steiner, Practical Advice to Teachers 

 
At Orana, a strong concert and performance 
programme is woven throughout the year. There 
are Twilight Concerts, Studio concerts, Solo 
Recitals, the String Program Concert, Assemblies 
and Festival performances. One of the most 
memorable performances in the school year is 
the magnificent annual Gala Ensemble Concert 
where all students from class 5 upwards 
participate.  
This year, the theme of the Gala Concert was 

familiar Shaker melody was written by Joseph 
Bracker in 1848. The haunting quality of the 
melody has led many composers to adapt it for 
all sorts of occasions. At Orana, the song was 
used at the community gathering in the Great 
Hall at Parliament House after the devastating 
2003 fires. At this Gala concert, we heard several 
versions of the song; from a haunting solo 
flautist, from a sizeable orchestra and from the 
teachers whose voices combined the Shaker tune 

 
The words of the original song explore the concept 
of simple gifts; beneficial things that surround us 
but that we sometimes take for granted. From 
these gifts flow clarity of direction and the will to 
work together toward shared values and goals.  
 
    
     
   To turn, turn, will be our delight, 
             
Joseph Bracker 
 

 
 



As part of the preparation for the concert, 

what are the gifts that are so valuable, yet often 
taken for granted? What gifts do we share as a 
learning community?  
And, in terms of the Gala Concert itself, what gifts 
did it bring us? 
Firstly, it provided a tangible goal to work for and 
made sense of the practise done in classes.  It 
gave impetus to improve. 
Parents saw the fruits of all the hard work and 
commitment and practice. When they heard older 
or younger groups, the students saw both where 
it is possible to go with their music learning, and 
how far they have already come. 
Audience and performers alike were touched and 
uplifted by the music itself and we were reminded 
that our human nature is not confined to the 
material world. 
The music drew us together as a community. Staff 
and students played and sang, often in large 
groups. For many weeks in ensemble classes they 
prepared their pieces. Each person had their own 
part but each part needed to fit in tune and in 
time with all the other parts to create a much 
greater whole. 
And behind all the performances, there were 
countless incidents of communal co-operation 
and care. Peripatetic teachers freely gave time to 
be part of the concert. Howard Chaston from 
Mansfield Steiner School joined us for the week. 
Rose Holcombe accompanied us beautifully. 
Music staff were assisted with such generosity 
and trust by Johann and his team, all the 
administrative workers and the rest of the 
teachers. Senior students spoke with confidence 
and helped with more junior classes. Younger 
students watched and learned that music is 
valued at Orana, and that the adults and older 
students treat performers with respect.  
When the music finished, smiles and greetings 
were exchanged, and tunes were hummed as 
everyone filtered out under the starry sky. 
 

 
When in the mirror of each human being 
The whole community finds its reflection 
And when in the community 
The   
  Rudolf Steiner 
 

Staff singing at the Gala: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SWKtmM6efvw 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Sophia Group were very busy in Term 3. We 
always enjoy organising parent talks and 
workshops, but this term the group branched out 
to create a new Handwork Club and we started 
studying EduCareDo. 
 
EduCareDo 
Sophia Group were very proud to be able to 

program EduCareDo. Four Sophia Group 
members are studying the 26 lesson course with 
the teachers over a two year period and will be 
working with the Pedagogical Trustees to share 
that knowledge with the Orana community in 
2019 and 2020. 
 

 
 
Steiner Education Curriculum Workshop  Jeff 
Knowles 
Sophia Group were privileged to have Jeff 
Knowles (Orana teacher, Steiner enthusiast, 
author and sustainability consultant) give a 
parent talk in September on the Steiner 
curriculum. Jeff is a master story teller who 
helped the parents see the depth of the 
curriculum, particularly as it relates to the Main 
Lesson. It was incredibly meaningful to listen to 
Jeff interview three Orana students  a current 
student aged 14, and two alumni (aged 21 and 
28) and later see a father finish an activity the 
students were given  to hear about and then see 
the human life cycle and how we evolve in a 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SWKtmM6efvw


would in the following days connect the dots as 
we reflected on what was presented. 
 

There is a thread you follow. It goes among 
 

People wonder about what things you are pursuing 
You have to explain about the thread. 

But it is hard for others to see. 
 

Tragedies happen; people get hurt 
or die; and you suffer and grow old. 

Nothing you can do can stop times unfolding. 
But you never let go of the thread.   

 (William Stafford) 
(The thread, actually, never lets go of you.) 

 
Seasonal Gardening 

Seasonal 
Gardening in 
the cafe 
garden has 
enjoyed two 
workshops 
each term this 
year. During 
these 
workshops we 
worked with 
parents to 
control the 
couch grass, 
planted green 
manures to 

improve soil vitality and worked to improve the 
sustainability of garden and raised beds. During 
the year we stirred and sprayed biodynamic cow 
horn preparation (BD500) and built a biodynamic 
compost, which is cooking in the garden now and 
will be ready for harvesting in early 2019.  The 
garden has also been providing fresh produce for 
Murray to work his magic in the school canteen.  
Thank you to all those have participated in or 
supported the workshops. 
 

 

Handwork Club 
Term 3 saw Sophia Group trial a new Handwork 
Club on Thursday afternoons, with the support of 

Ursula Hatton. Given its 
success we are looking 
forward to continuing in 
2019. Our first course 
was weaving and the 
students started with 
making bags, and when 
finished they were able 
to weave on their looms. 
The second course was a 
little different, offering 
crochet with Ursula or 
branch art (such as 

 
 

 
 

 
The children have 
enjoyed being able to 
gravitate and try new 
things. We do need a 
new name for the 
Handwork Club  it 
has lots of potential 
to provide courses 
outside of handwork 
for primary students 
(such as art, 
woodwork) based on 
available teachers or 
mentors or artists. 

Leigh D Walker will be taking the students 
through a 5 week art course (sculpture, painting, 
drawing) in Term 4. 
 

  



Gut Gardening  
On Saturday 1 September, Marieke Rodenstein 
gave a lively and accessible presentation about 
the critical role our gut health plays in our overall 
physical, mental and emotional health.  She 
provided simple, easy to follow advice about 
what we can do to promote the growth of good 
gut bacteria.  There was a lot of discussion about 
the role of diet, particularly prebiotics, probiotics, 
fermented foods and foods to avoid.  But it s not 
just poor diet that does the damage - 
environmental factors such as pollution, 
chemicals in the home, products we use on our 
skin can all affect our microbiome. As Marieke  
said, if we change just one thing a week, by the 
end of a year we have pretty much altered our 
lives. It was well worth going.  Make sure you 
come along next year!  

- 
the 12 veggies and fruits with the most sprays   

- those with least sprays. And 
a fun one to print for the back of the toilet door - 
the Bristol Stool Chart. 
 
 

 
Spring Wattle by Daniel Milligan, 3EM 
 
 
 
 

Painting by Felix Groves, 4RT 

 



MATHS & SCIENCE CHALLENGE OPPORTUNITIES. 
Earlier this year many of the students throughout the school took the opportunity to 
participate in the either the Maths Challenge for Young Australians, the Big Science 
Competition, or the Australian Mathematics Competition. Some even did all three. 
Congratulations to everyone who participated and well done to those who achieved an award 
for their efforts. Below i  
Maths Challenge for Young Australians  

Class 3 

Distinction 

Harry Lory-Smailes 

Finley Watts 

Credit 

Imogen Larmer 

Rachel Nicol 

Genevieve Stinziani 

Mia Brown 

Mannon Castro 

Torben Liedvogel 

Aisha Mazouz 

Class 4 

Distinction 

Samson Droney 

Class 5 

Distinction 

Nicola French 

Molly Mills 

Selwyn Outred 

Anna Hewett 

Ava Lymburner 

Ishbel Swain-Marshall 

Fynn Clode 

Daniel Lory-Smailes 

Class 6 

Distinction 

Liv Curran 

Hana Jugovic 

Charlie Lewis 

Atticus Nowlan-Crisp 

Eloisa Stinziani 

Lauren Antony 

 
 
Australian Mathematics Competition  

Class 3 

High Distinction 

Liam Sutherland  

Distinction 

Ethan Stobbs  

Samuel Kearns  

Credit 

Rachel Nicol  

Finley Watts    

Genevieve Stinziani  

Isabelle Donelly    

Saphira Ladbrook   

Sanya Kennedy  

Andriel Hernandez  

Aisha Mazouz  

Class 4 

Credit 

Samson Droney  

 

Class 5  

Distinction 

Oliver McGloin    

Credit 

Fynnbar Clode    

Callum Kain Class 6 

Credit 

James Plazier   

Oliver Manning   

Saskia Herbst  

Lewis Smillie  

Class 7 

Distinction 

Josh Cooke   

Juliet Withycombe  

Celina Falzarano  

Credit 

Evelyn Atkins  

Lawrence Pearce 

Oliver Barnett  

Zoe French  

Lily Padovan  

George Harwood-
Edwards 

Jade Ladbrook 

Helen Derix  

Reuben Hayne  

Class 8  

Credit 

Kaya Mcgloin  

Brady Coghlan  

Boris Harwood-Edwards 

Class 9  

Credit 

Riley Withycombe   

 

Class 10 

Credit 

Lucy Roberts  

Liam Howe-Mcculloch   

 

Class 11  

Distinction 

Lachie Fitzgerald  

 
 
Big Science Competition Results 

Year 7 

Distinction 

Lawrence Pearce  

Credit 

Jack Davies 

James Monahan 

Noah Burows 

Year 8 

High Distiction 

Bailey Padovan 

Boris Harwood-Edwards 

Distinction 

John Werdenberg 

Credit 

Kaya McGloin 

William Wetherspoon 

Year 9 

Distiction  

Riley Withycombe 

Credit 

Ryan Gasnier 

Year 10 

High Distinction 

Lucy Roberts  

Distinction 

Liam Howe-McCulloch  

Lucy Roberts 

 

 



 


